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Determining Match Rate for Projects

2026: NEW Match Rate Determination

Purpose: Match can be difficult for communities to secure, stalling transformational projects.

Background: Match rate (as mandated by Congress) is determined by the socio-economic 
indicators of your geography. Each assessment level has a corresponding match rate requirement.

Beginning in 2026, NBRC evaluates distress in the region at both a county and community level, 
providing applicants with the option to choose the match rate that is most beneficial based on their 
project location(s).

*New Tools* have been developed to assist applicants in identifying their match rate.



Determining Match Rate for Projects

Drilling down to community level data improves the match rate for many communities. 

2025 Match Rate Determination

New Tools to ID Project Match Rate:
1.  PDF List with Match Rate​
2. Interactive Map 
3. Match Rate Calculator

2026 Match Rate Determination



Determining Match Rate: The TOOLS

Tools for Finding Your Project’s Match Rate

On NBRC's Project Eligibility and Match Determination page there are three tools to 
help determine match based on the project location(s).

1.  PDF List with Match Rate​
2. Interactive Map 

3. Match Rate Calculator

Best for projects with a single location (one 
county or one community).

Best for projects that span more than one location 
(workforce development, technical assistance, 
infrastructure in more than one community, etc.)

Each tool provides users with a match rate percentage and GEOID (required for the pre-application 
in the Grants Management System.)



Determining Match Rate: The TOOLS

Match Tool 1: 

PDF List with 
Match Rate

Step 1: Identify project 
location using the County 
or Community list
Step 2: Record Match Rate 
and GEOID (Justification)
Step 3: Enter Data into 
the GMS pre-application



Determining Match Rate: The TOOLS

Match Tool 2: 

Interactive Map
Step 1: Select "2026 NBRC Service 
Area & Distress Levels" layer
Step 2: Select Project Community 
within map
Step 3: Record Match Rate and 
GEOID from pop up table
Step 4: Enter data into the GMS 
pre-application

https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/87aa88157c1e4b1f8bd96988d1be93b5/page/Page?views=View-3


Determining Match Rate: The TOOLS

Match Tool 3: 

Match Rate Calculator

Example: County or State Service Area Locations
Step 1: Select Project State in Table (Section 1)
Step 2: Select County in Table (Section 1)
Step 3: Record Match Rate and GEOID (Section 2)
Step 4: Enter data into the GMS pre-application

Optional Data: Use the total NBRC funds 
requested to determine project budget

The Match Rate Calculator has two tabs; Tab 1 is 
for projects taking place in counties or entire 
state service areas, and Tab 2 is for projects 
taking place within communities.



Questions?
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If you have questions or have a project that exceeds the 
10 county or community maximum allowed in this 
Match Rate Calculator, please contact NBRC by email 
at admin@nbrc.gov



Thank you for watching!
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